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RT. REV. T. C. CHERIAN

Bihop, St. Thomas Evangaelical Church of India,
Manjadi P. O., Thiruvalla - 5, Kerala, Inida
Phone: (O) 0473-621384, (R) 0473-621004

I am extremely glad to hear that the Malabar Bible

Felloship is planning to publish a souvenir in connection with
its Silver Jubilee in 2000 A. D. I consider it to be my great
privilege to convey my sincere greetings and prayerful
sentiments to all the beloved saints including the leaders of the
Fellowship on this solemn and Joyous occasion. Ever since the
inception of this organization by the grace of God its workers,
under the able guidance and leadership of Rev. P. P. Thomas
Achan, have been able to do blessed ministry in the Lord's
vineyard and bring many people to the saving knowledge of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. It is my genuine aspiration and earnest prayer
that God will continue to bless the Malabar Bible Fellowship
and use it as a sharpened arrow in His quiver for the extension
of His Kingdom.
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To God be the glory!
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SAFIA MIRZA, Secunderabad.

To God be the glory! that is what I can say every time I

think of Bible Fellowship centre, Nilambur. The Lord blessed
me richly through Pas. PP. Thomas and his beautiful family

and church both in 1997 and 1999 when I was invited to speak
at the Annual convention.

Today, it gives me great joy to write these few lines of
greating in the name of our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ.
Like the apostle Paul, who always praised and thanked God
for the churches, we likewise can do the same for M.B.F.

May God's hand of blessing, growth and fruit fulness be
upon this church till His coming! Amen!
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JUBILEE MEMORIAL
BIBLE COLLEGE

21, AERIKARAI STREET, URAPPAKKAM, P. O. CHENGALPET
CHENNAI TAMIL NADU- 603202 PHONE (04114) 65482

Rev. Dr. C. V. Mathew
Principal.

Dear Atchen & All the Brothers and Sisters of the MBE,

Hearty Congratulations on having completed twenty -
five years of fellowship and service. In obedience to the call
and commission from our Lord you stepped out into the world
as a Fellowship to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ
and invite many to come to the One who gives peace, joy
and eternal life. I am very happy to know that the Lord
remained faithful to you for the last 25 years and you
remained obedient to Him. I rejoice with you and participate
in your celebrations of God's faithfulness. :

In a culture of hatred, discrimination and violence we
have a wonderful message and a life style in Jesus Christ to
offer to the this world of ours — a message of love and
salvation and a lifestyle of fellowship and unity. It is my
prayer that the Malabar Bible Fellowship would continue to
strive to excel in propagating this good news and living out
this lifestyle in the years to come. [ Corinthians 15 : 58.

With sincere wishes and earnest prayers,
In the common service of our Lord Jesus Christ
Your fellow Brother,

C. V. Mathew
Q0O
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ST. THOMAS EVANGELICAL CHURC

Dear Achen and Friends,
It is a great pleasure to greet the Malabar Bible Fellowship

members and families at Mukkatta, Nilambur on the occasion of the
Silver Jubiliee year of the Fellowship.

The Lord has been merciful to keep the Bible Fellowship at
Mukkatta growing in spite of the various problems faced during the past
years. Rev. P.P. Thomas's able leadership, guidance, active participation,
and labour helped the Bible Fellowship to be blessed in many ways. We
had the privilege to have Rev. PP. Thomas with us in the years 1963 to
1967 as the Vicar of our Church. During his tenure we enjoyed his
fellowship by way of spiritual and gospel work. He was a guide to many
to grow spiritually. There was a small group of Evangelicals in this city
in 1964. Now we have seven partishes in this big city. So Achen's active
participation and interest in Evangelical Work cannot be forgotten. Where
ever he be, his vision and mission will go together.

We had the privilege to co-operate with work of MBF and few of
our members made occasional visits during the last twenty - five years.
A small start has been blessed abundantly and we are thankful to our
Lord for the work. We, the members of the Bhandup parish remember
you and wish you all success in the coming years to stand for Christ in

the Malabar region. May God's richest blessings in Christ Jesus be yours.

Yours in Christ,

MATHEW. T. VARGHESE

SECRETARY.
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CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

THE NORTH KERALA DIOCESAN EDUCATIONAL AGENCY

The Rev. R. J. MATHEWS
CORPORATE MANAGER OF

ALL CS 1 SCHOOLS INMALABAR AND WYNAD
BANK ROAD. CALICUT - 673 00! (Kerala) S. INDIA
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The Very Rev. P. T. Chandapilla

45 A/IA Sommath Nagar
Nagar Road, Poona - 411014

MESSAGE

Liisa special joy to know that you are completing the
Silver Jubilee of the Malabar Bible Fellowship of Nilambur.
You did a very good job of entering into the great commission
of our Lord in those difficult regions of North Kerala. As you
fathfully served the Holy spirit clearly encouraged you with

fruits of discipleship

Now a new beginng is before you. May you find
Timotties and Tituses to carry on the ministry as your steps

become slowen.

Wishing you God's best for years ahead and praying for
greater victories. May God from heaven protect and provide

in every way.

The very Reyv. P. T. Chandapilla.
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 KURUNALAYA HOSPITAL

(INDIA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH)
Wandoor, Malappuram District, Kerala State, S. India, 679 3228

Dr. J.C. VIJAYAN,
Bsc, MB.B.S, M.S., M.PH. (USA) FCAMS,
MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT.

Dear Achan,

It is a great joy to know that the activities under the Malabar Bible Fellowship
has completed 25 years. We join you in praising God for His blessings that he showered
on many people through the sharing of God's Love by you and your Ministry. Let
God's Name be Glorified. |

The need for sharing God's Love and proclaiming the saving grace of God to
the people and expressing the same in social action is of paramount importance today.
God's Love for mankind and His concern to give Eternal life to all have to be shared
with all as per his command to preach, teach and heal (John 3:16 & Mathew 28:18-
20).

It is my hope and prayer that you and your fellowship would continue to keep

up the mandate and glorify God's Name more and more in the days ahead.
With prayers.

Sincerely,

Dr. J. C. Vijiayan
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Rev. P. D. JOSEPH M. A.; LL.B.
Dept. of Politics

Henry Baker Colelge
Melukavumattom - 686 652
Kottayam Dt.
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AND THE STATE

Very Rev. P. T. CHANDAPILLA
St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India

Study References: I Pet.2:13-17, Titus 3: 1 =2,ITim.2:1-3, Rom.13:1-7, Acts 4:19 & 5:29

Intreduction:

The Christians of the Apostolic days had an
ungodly and anti - christian state in authority
over them. In fact all human governments of the
day opposed them and persecuted them, whether
in Palestine, in Asia Minor, Greece or Rome. At
large was the Roman Empire opposing them. The
local or regional authorities also were
unfavourable to them.

In spite of all this contradiction their
relationship to the State was one of peace,
subjection and not of disloyalty, not of
subversion or of rebellion. They suffered
patiently. Scores and hundreds of them paid with
their lives for their faith. Of course, the Lord
Jesus had very pointedly warned His followers
that the authorities and the State would not be
in favour of them. So that is what they got.

Until the time of Emperor Constantine the
Christian suffered, were persecuted and were
martyred. From that time in history the Church
faced privileges from the ruling powers while
the Christian message spread on and on the
through out the world. However, in the history
of the Church there were many other occasions
in different parts of the world when the Church
faced severe opposition from the rulers and
governments. Even today this is true in different
parts of the Islamic countries. In such countries
as well as in other countries where there is
religious freedom and where Christians are in
good terms with the rulers this missiological
issue has relevance.

We will study this issue under a number of
heads from the Apostolic days.

2. Reasons for Submitting to Authorities

In the New Testament, during the Church age,
the Christians submitted to the State and her
authorities not blindly. In this section we want

to marshal the reasons which made them to
submit to the rulers and authorities. There are
nine different reasons we can easily outline :

One, the Christians submitted to the state
authority and the rulers becaus it was
commanded of them. I Pet. 2 : 13. They were in
no doubt whether they should submit or not.
Prima facie it was not a debatable issue. Even if
at times or in places the Christians might have
thought that they should disobey or disregard
the rulers who were against them, the enjoinder
of the Apostles settled the matter for them. As
Christians their straight forward choice was to
submit to the civil authorities.

Two, the Christians, including the Apostles,
submitted to government authority for the Lord's
sake. I Pet. 2: 13. The Lord Jesus Himself
submitted to the human government which did
not defend or protect Him. He had thus given an
example. He submitted to the rulers because it
was right, not because it was in His favour. In
the same manner Christians are to submit to
authorities and custodians of the law.

Three, it is the will of God for Christian
believers to do right. In all things they are to do
what is right. So then in the matter of being
subject to human government. I Pet. 2 : 15. The
duty of the government is to encourage what is
right conduct. Thus the Christians get
encouragement and assistance in their doing
right as well.

Four, the submission to authority was an
effective witness at large for the Christians. The
non-Christians who were accusing the Christians
from ignorance and foolishness were put to
silence by such conduct. IT Pet. 2 : 15. In many
cases, because of the growth of the Christian
church, the opponents were looking for
opportunities to misrepresent the Christians and
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to speak ill of them, saying that the believers
were anti - state and antinational persons.
Because the state of those days were inimical to
the Christians such a false charge would easily
stick. In order to outwit all such enemy strategies
the happy submission of the Christians helped.
Also contrarily such considered submission
became a testimony in favour of the Christians.
This made Church to grow more.

Five, it was good and acceptable in the sight
of God that Christians use their individual
freedom and free will to do right and not to do
evil under cover. There could be various covers.
One was to claim that the Christians were free
only to pleases God as God's bondslaves. There
was, therefore, no obligations on them to the
State and such human systems. I Tim. 2:3, I pet.
2 : 16. Such wrong reasoning was corrected by
the Apostles. Right reason was upheld for the
Christians. What was good and acceptable in
God's sight mattered. Not what was to their
preferences or exercise of freedom. Such a good
and acceptable matter was whether the
Christians were subject to human government
in the State.

Six, Christians subjected to the governing
authorities because all authority is instituted and
established by God. Therefore, those who
oppose lawful authority oppose God's
ordinances. Rom. 13 : 1, 2. This was a very
weighty reason for submission to autority
anywhere. Human government, as much all other
social order for peace and dignity of man, is from
God. Man was able to establish laws for his good
because God Himself gave laws for man's good.
The human government is one such. To obey an
institution that God established is to obey God
Himself. For anybody, especially for the
Christian, to disobey God's established order and
His ordinances is destructive. God has not set
any ordinance for man which is for his detriment.
Therefore, disobedience to God's provisions is
detrimental. No Christan can afford to launch
into a disobedient expedition before God's laws
and limits. To become a Christain is to submit
to God. Therefore, submission to authorities is
only an extension of his relationship to Ged.
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Seven, christians knew that if they opposed
authority they would bring condemnation on
themselves. Also if they had good behaviour and
did good they would be commanded by
authority. Neither would the Christians have to
be afraid of authority. Rom. 13 : 2, 3. This sure
knowledge, as pointed out by Paul, even to the
Christians in Rome, was clear to other Christians
as well. They all, therefore, found it judicious
to submit to authorities. It paid Christians much
more to be subject to the state powers than to
resist and fight it. This would, all in all, further
the cause of their Lord, That is what they wanted
above everything else.

Eight, the subjection of the Christians to
human governments or authority was not simply
to get out of punishment, but also for conscience
sake. Rom. 13 : 5. The Christian conscience
guides a Christian alright. His conscience always
tells him that it is right to obey the law and the
regulations. The authorities are there to exercise
the law and its application. Therefore, when and
where the law is broken, When the ‘authorities
are despised or are considered as nothing the
conscience of a believer will accuse him. In order
to have a clear conscience, then, the Christian
must subject to authority. How can any Christian
require of anybody else to obey the rules or
submit to authorities if he himself does not do
so ? Thus, then, submitting to the authorities is
important from the point of the Christian's
conscience.

Nine, submission to rulers and obedience to
authorities in all gentleness were to show
considerateness and humility toward all men. Tit.
3:1, 2. Not to malign people and not to be
contentious with others was part of the Christian
manner of life. This, then, was what was
expected of Christian believers of the New
Testament age. So also it is all true today of
Christians. When Christians do not submit to
authorities and obey the rulers they are at war
with them, It may not be a shooting war,
necessarily, but a cold war. Resentment,
rebelliousness and a fighting spirit are the forces
that will guide the non-submissive. In this way
all that is Christian will be negated. This is very
serious. So submission to rulers is right. =
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Iam very pleased to send this greetings to Malabar Bible
Fellowship on the occasion of its Silver Jublee Celebration. It is a proud
occasion for all its - office bearers, especialy for our dear Brother Rev.
P.P. Thomas and all its Evangelists and prayer partners like me to know
that this pioneering missionory enterprise is completing 25 valuable
and productive years of missionary service in this unreached part of
Kerala. I had the privelege to preach on many occasions in its Annual
Mission conferences and I throughly enjoyed the happy Christian
fellowship during my association with Rev. PP. Thomas and other
missionaries of this feliowship during these conferences.

Being the product of South Malabar I have special burden for
my native district of this erstwhile Madras Presidency. Malabar was
and continues to be a neglected region of evangelization of Kerala and
I am happy that your fellowship has taken it as a Challenge to flood
these districts with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. T wish this
fellowship all God's blessings and grace to realise their dream of
proclaiming the Word of God to evry part of Malabar. I thank God for
the many souls who have come to the saving knowledge of Christ
through the hard and difficult ministry of MBF amidst great opposition.
MBF needs more missionaries & financial support fo reach every nook
and corner of this harvest field.

My prayer is that God will provide all the needed grace and
assistance as the fellowship strives unceasingly to spread the Word in
Malabar. May God fulfil his purpose for Malabar and bring many more
people to the saving grace of Jesus Christ through this fellowship in
NILAMBUR.

I wish the M.B.F. every success in its next 25 years of ministry,
if the Lord tarries, as the missionaries labour in this vineyard to the
praise of His giory.
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Tele : 6196217

Ceremonial & Welfare Directorate, CW -8
Adjutant General's Branch, AHQ

Room No. 76, West Block - 111

R K Puram, New Delhi - 110066

B/461 164/ ACWF/AG/CW-8 25-08-99
Dear sir,

1. On behalf of the Indian Army, I would like to thank you for your benevolent
gesture. We appreciate your concern and support for our soldiers.

f

2. Contributions received from you shali be utilised for the benefit in supporting the
families of the soldier who have sacrificed their lives for the Nation and for the
rehabilitation of our men who got disabled in the recent Kargil operation.

3. I am enclosing a receipt for your contribution made towards Army Central Wel-
fare Fund.

Encls :

OIC

Army central welfare found
Army H. Q.. New Delhi - 11
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Jubilee Memorial Bible College

A Silver Jubilee Project of the St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India.

Our motto. "In His Steps" - to walk in the steps of of the Master, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Committed to train disciples to make more disciples
Trains both men and women

Integrating academic study with character development and practical training

Holistic mission of teaching, preaching and healing. Our ministries include mnnrngthc] M. Hospital
and Health care Centre and a poineer mission in Karanai village.

PRESENT STRENGTH

13 teaching faculty & several administrative staff

44 students from 9 different states and 10 denominations
10 single lady students and 2 married lady students

4 married men students and 28 single men students

A library with 9,500 volumes

OUR PROGRAMMES

1. 3 Year Bachelor of Theology (B. Th) degree for undergraduates
2. 4 Year Master of Divinity (M. Div) degree for graduates

3. 1 or 2 years Special Certificate Courses in theology and ministry

For further information, please contact:

Rev. Dr. C.V. Mathew OR Rev. Sunny C. John
Principal Academic Dean
Campus Address City Address
Jubilee Memorial Bible College Jubilee Memorial Bible College
21, Aerikkarai Street, P.O. Box - 3465
Urappakkam P.O., Anna Nagar West
Guduvancherry Chennai - 40
Tamil Nadu 603 202 Tamil Nadu 600 040
Phone: (04114) 65482 Phone: (044) 6215740
- J

+(G0e



i
-

moydomo nnmmﬁmm J:mkwa

- Qllnilw a2 2nUdH D
anlo3w” QI3

mMAIIEURHIRMAN. MVEITVINIAIMAN.
MOISHA® IVIU3
alRMIGINEERUY

Qs

2laimOl esiml.w”
OIS0l M00NEURHIE:ReM.
0IONAINIGE QIBLEU3
MANBOMI MVEIDBMEBRUS
Q@IS SHM3UFaHM
@I0@MOMI ((N}aidB

oeenmild mugall iaf
SIYEMIGANHWBTV

(917016 /(o) (1) 0 N 1[(0)] %=

@RI &MY

mail & enrugavadiell.ay”




